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Moon-Sighting and Determination of Dates of Fasting and 
the Two Islamic Festive Days An Analysis 
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ABSTRACT 


According to the Prophetic injunction, the fasting in the month of 
Ramadan, end of the fasting in that month, and determination of Eid 
al-Adha date should be based on moon sighting by at least two 
authentic persons. But due to advanced lunar movement calculations 
majority of Muslim nations prefer the lunar calendar in determining 
dates of Ramadan and the two Islamic festivals, Od al-Filr and Eid 
al-Adha. This article attempts to prove that pre-calculated lunar 
calendar cannot be the basis of determining the dates of the fasting 
month and Islamic festive days; and the only Islamic way to begin 


fasting month and celebrate festive days is the moon sighting. 
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Full moon lunar phase that occurs when the moon is on the J& 
opposite side of the Earth from the Sun, more precisely, a full moon 
occurs when the geocentric apparent (ecliptic) longitudes of the sun and 
moon differ by 180 degrees; the moon is then in opposition with the sun 

(slide man, P. Kenneth (2005). 

"Phases of the ooh Explanatory supplement to the Astronomical 
Alamance. University Science Book. P 478. ISB No. 935702-68-7. 
"They are the times when the excess of the moon" apparent geocentric 

(Full Moongcliptic longitude is 0,90,180, or 270" 
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